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SLT Township Board

February 1, 2016

STAR LAKE TOWNSHIP ANNUAL NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the 4th edition of the Star Lake Township (SLT)
Annual Newsletter. If you received this newsletter via U.S. Mail,
please be advised that if you wish to continue receiving this newsletter you will need to register on the SLT website. Future editions
will only be sent by email, with a mailed hard-copy option available
only to eligible township voters. This will result in a significant cost
savings. Thank you for your cooperation.

 Ron Peterson
Chairman
 Lee Mindemann
Vice Chairman
 Victor Johnson
Supervisor
 Jeff Michaelson
Clerk

Email information collected will not be shared with any other party.
If you wish to unsubscribe, please do so on the website, or mail us a
note at 39840 Star Hills Dr., Dent, MN 56528.

 Carol Peterson
Treasurer

Website:
starlaketownship.org
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO ANNOUNCEMENT
On Sept. 25, 2015 the White
Earth Nation (WEN) made a
preliminary announcement of
their plans to build a satellite
location for their Mahnomen
based Shooting Star Casino
(SSC). The site they have selected includes about 300 acres
in the vicinity of the intersection of Co. Hwy. 41 and 380th
St. – mostly the area east &
south of that intersection (see
map on page 11.) There has
been & continues to be much
speculation on this, and we
have tried to publish periodic
updates with what we know to
be factual vs. rumor. Those updates are posted on our website
starlaketownship.org so we
won’t rehash them here.

Otter Tail County (OTC) has
formed an ad hoc committee to
interface with WEN as this proposal unfolds and we have been
assured that Star Lake Township (SLT) will be represented
on that committee. The WEN
has indicated they will provide
more specific information on
their plans sometime in early
2016. We remain committed to
provide updates as new information becomes available.
As of this writing, OTC is considering a revision to its
Shoreland Management Ordinance which among other
things is considering a change
in its process for determining
(continued on next page)
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO cont’d ...
allowable dwelling density, i.e. how many
dwellings can be built on a parcel of land.
It’s important to note that this process began in 2014 well before the announcement
of the SSC proposal. While it is an unrelated event, it certainly may have an effect on
the SSC plans.
It has been pointed out that MN Statute
462 does provide the authority to townships
to enact their own shoreland management
ordinances, and the question has been

posed to SLT as to why we don’t put a moratorium on new development, or enact our
own shoreland ordinances. The answer is
simple – it is costly & extremely complex.
After consulting with the legal department
of the MN Assoc. of Townships as well as
OTC Dept. of Land & Resources the SLT
Board has responded that it will NOT pursue this matter further.

2016 ELECTIONS & ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, March 8, 2016 is Election Day
and the Annual Meeting for Star Lake
Township (SLT).
The annual election & meeting will be at
the Town Hall, 31030 380th St., Dent, MN.
Township ELIGIBLE VOTERS will elect a
Supervisor for a three year term, and a
Clerk for a two year term.
The polling hours will be open from 5:00PM
to 8:00PM, and the Annual Meeting will
begin promptly at 8:15PM. Refreshments
will be served.
ANNUAL TWP ELECTION PREREADING – This year we’re asking
residents to do a little pre-work before voting. A special question will be included on
the ballot at the 2016 township election,
and we would ask that you carefully review
the following information in order to understand the issue.

The Town Board is asking voters to approve a change to the form of government for Star Lake Township. The
change as authorized by MN Statute
367.30 would change the Clerk & Treasurer positions to that of “appointed
positions versus that of elected
positions.” This change requires the
approval of township voters.
RATIONALE – The responsibilities of the
Clerk & Treasurer positions are very specific & well defined by law, and it is essential
to the day to day operations of the township
that both positions be present & accountable. Said another way – we can’t legally
conduct the business of the township without both of these individuals present, but
sometimes things happen.
Most MN Townships including Star Lake
operate with limited staff and finances, and
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ELECTIONS & ANNUAL MEETING cont’d ...
the demographics and situations vary
greatly across the state. To this point, the
state provides townships some flexibility on
how to best structure themselves to conduct
their business in a legal and efficient manner.

candidate and then look at non-resident
candidates. Lastly, it’s important to note
this recommended change does not change
the responsibilities of the clerk and treasurer; but only how they are staffed. It is also
expected to be a cost neutral change.

One such example is the provision that
township Clerks & Treasurers may appoint
a “Deputy” to serve in their place if they
should be temporarily absent. However, if
that absence becomes permanent due to
death, incapacitation, resignation, etc.; the
Town Supervisors have the responsibility &
authority to appoint a replacement for the
balance of an unexpired term.

Therefore the Board of Supervisors is asking Star Lake Township voters to approve
the following question by voting YES on
March 8th, 2016:

At issue here, is when the vacant position is an “elected” position, by state
law the person being appointed to that
position must meet the same requirements of an elected position, i.e. they
must be a legal resident of the township. If the position was an “appointed position”, the town board would still be authorized to appoint a replacement, but could
then consider applicants from outside of the
township – thereby providing more flexibility to fill a vacancy with better efficiency.

If this question is APPROVED by the voters
on 3/8/16, the two year term of the Clerk
that will have been elected on the same ballot, shall be nullified in accordance with
MN Statute 367.34. The current serving
Clerk will remain in that position until the
town board appoints a replacement.

Recent history has indicated a growing
shortage of SLT residents who are willing
to serve in our township government.
While this measure is not a solution to that
unfortunate problem, it does provide some
needed flexibility to the town board to operate in spite of it. It would be the intent of the
board to first look internally for a qualified
Mark Your Calendars Now
March 8, 2015
Election Day & Annual Meeting

“Shall option B, providing for the appointment of the clerk and treasurer by
the town board, be adopted for the government of Star Lake Township?” MN
Statute 367.31

This action will have no immediate effect on
the current serving Treasurer who is obligated to complete her existing term. Accordingly, prior to the March 14th, 2017 election
the town board shall appoint an individual
to serve as Treasurer going forward.
If this question is NOT APPROVED by the
voters on 3/8/16, the two year term of the
newly elected Clerk shall stand.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this proposal please contact any
member of the SLT Board. Additional information on this is also posted on the website (see “Elections” tab); i.e. the 12/10/15
board meeting minutes, a copy of the statute, and a primer on town government.
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WINTER 2014-15
Old man winter took a bit of a
break. Significantly less
snow, lower fuel prices, no
major equipment failures,
blessed with a good snowplow

operator, the winter stars
lined up nicely.
Despite the above, there were
days where multiple runs
with the plow truck were

made on south Beaver Dam
Road, east 380th Street, and a
few other likely spots. It’s all
about the wind!

SPRING
Due to the light snowfall the
spring melt caused little road
damage. The replacement
last year of the large culvert
on 390th St. near Franks
Lodge thankfully survived the
frost heaves, as did all other
SLT culverts. Speaking of
culverts, SLT is in the midst

of an inventory, inspection,
and the marking of all culverts. Its work that is long
overdue, and we’re trying to
accomplish it as time is available. Effective culverts are
important to insuring proper
drainage which is essential to
good road maintenance. We

mention this as residents
might see some culvert activity from time to time.
The unusual winter did result
in significant ice heaves along
the lake shore resulting in
some push of rock up onto
south Beaver Dam road that
required some repair.

SUMMER & FALL
We took delivery of the new
(leased) road grader on
3/16/15. A very welcome occasion indeed! We are delighted
with the machine and it has
performed to all expectations.
We had just 4 hours of downtime early this season, and
that was due to a loose fitting
which was promptly fixed under warranty.
For those interested in these
types of things, the new grader is a 2015 CAT 12M3 motor
grader with a 2’X16’ moldboard, powered by a Tier 4
EPA compliant, 9.3 liter CAT,
6 cylinder engine, with a VHP

Plus range of 181 – 234 horsepower. It has a top speed of
29 MPH and weighs 38,000
lbs.+. It is equipped with a
snow package that includes a
dual hydraulic 14’ snow wing,
radial snow tires, and a cold
weather package.

provide for faster snow removal, and provide us the security of having two operational pieces of snow removal
equipment. Equally important, this routine use will
insure we have experienced
operators for both pieces of
In this configuration we refer
equipment. At the time of
to it as the “snow grader”. It
this writing, the winter of
will be used for routine snow
2015-16 has been very mild
operations in the northern
and we are hopeful El Nino
portion of the township, while
will continue this trend. Good
the plow truck will be used for
news for us – not so good for
the balance of the roads. This
other parts of the country.
plan will save some wear &
tear on our aging plow truck,
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2015 TOWNSHIP GRAVELLING PLAN
This year we applied gravel to
9.9 miles of road at an approximate cost of $16,700 ($8.44/
sq.yd.). In the last four years

we have applied gravel to 89%
of our road miles. We had
hoped to achieve 100% this
year, but other priorities de-

veloped and we fell short of
that objective by 3.5 miles.
We plan to address those areas in our 2016 gravel plan.

LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (LRIP)
As you may recall SLT applied for a grant last year to
widen sections of 280 Ave.
and 390th St. in the NE corner
of the Twp.. Unfortunately,
our grant request was denied,

due primarily to lack of any
matching funds. The work
still needs to be accomplished,
but a different plan and timetable will need to be developed. In the meantime, these

road sections will remain
marked as “One Way Traffic”.
Please slow down and drive
carefully through these areas.

2015 ELECTION NEWS
On March 10, 2015 an election was conducted for the positions of Town Supervisor,
and Town Treasurer. Mr. Lee
Mindemann was elected to a
three year term as Supervi-

sor, and Ms. Carol Peterson
2015: Ron Gilbertson, Mary
was elected to a two year term Pfeffer, Alma Ronningen, and
as Treasurer.
Kathy Torkildson. If you have
an interest in serving in this
Our thanks to the following
way please contact any of the
individuals who served as
township board.
township election judges in

Please Note Change to Meeting Schedule

MONTHLY TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGS
In November of 2015 the Township Board voted to change its monthly board meeting time to
7:00 P.M. every 2nd THURSDAY. This change was made to allow board members to attend
church related events that are often held on Wednesday nights. As usual, all meetings are
open to the public.
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TOWNSHIP ROAD MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS
Star Lake Township (SLT) has road maintenance agreements with neighboring townships.
The following highlights those agreements (for more detailed information on this consult the
website under the “Road Services” tab):
1. Maplewood TS. – maintains the following:
a. 280th Ave. north from Hwy 24 .5 miles,
b. 280th Ave. south from Hwy 24 .3 miles to “Minimum Maintenance” barricade,
c. Skyhawk Drive. East from Hwy 24 for .5 miles,
d. Contact Info: Craig Ripley 218-842-5237
2. Maine TS. – maintains Brightwood Shores Drive east off Hwy 35. Contact Info: Joanne
Seeger 218-495-3737
3. Dead Lake TS. – maintains Beaver Dam Road from 380th Street north to Beaver Dam
Trail. Contact Info: Randy Severson 218-758-2454
4. Dora TS. – maintains West Rosewood Dr. Contact Info: Gregory Meyer 218-758-2181
Residents that live along these SLT roads should contact the township official noted above
with any road concerns.

ROAD RIGHT OF WAY ISSUES
PLEASE
Help Keep Road Right of Ways
Clear of Obstructions
THANK YOU!

We realize we may sound a bit like a broken
record on this subject, but it remains an important issue. Please help us keep our road
right of ways (ROW) clear of all obstructions.
This is for the benefit & safety of township
employees, and of the travelling public. The
ROW for all township roads is 66 feet (33
feet either side of the center of the roadway), 120 feet for all cul-de-sacs, and 33 feet

for the very few cart ways we have. The
Board is often reminded about the legal
ramifications that may exist in the event of
an accident caused by a Right of Way obstruction. The township and the individual
property owner can be held equally liable in
this event.
This notification and any specific notices by
SLT will help protect the township, but the
property owner still bears full liability. If
you have a question on this discuss it with
your insurance agent or an attorney. It’s
pretty simple – don’t put/leave anything
in the right of way.
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WINTER OPERATIONS
The SLT Board would like to remind residents of the following:
1. Township residents are reminded that the placing of snow from sidewalks, driveways, approaches and streets onto a TOWNSHIP ROAD is against the law. MN Statute 169.42.
2. PLEASE DO NOT PARK VEHICLES ON THE ROADWAY in advance of an anticipated snow event!
3. The Township plow will not operate on private property/roads unless so directed by law enforcement or the Town Board,
4. The Township plow operator will not offer physical assistance to extract private vehicles
that may be stuck in the snow, unless directed to do so by law enforcement or the Town
Board.
5. The Township has no responsibility for damage to any or all items left in the Road Right of
Way, including but not limited to outdoor lighting, landscaping, vehicles, trailers, etc.,
The entire Snow Removal Policy can be viewed on our website under the “Road Services” tab.

DUST CONTROL POLICY
Residents may obtain a copy
of the Dust Control Policy by
visiting our website or contacting the Town Clerk.
Briefly, the policy states that
the township will coordinate

& contract for Dust Control
Applications to those areas
where the residents have requested it be done, and have
agreed to pay for it in advance.

To view Road Service
policies in their
entirety, please refer
to our website:
starlaketownship.org

IF YOU SEE SOMETHING — SAY SOMETHING
We’ve had two separate incidents of illegal dumping in
SLT this past year. We think
they are likely related, as
both were construction demolition related material, and
both in the same general area
of 300th Ave. shortly to the
north of Hwy 24. The first in-

cident was a significant
amount of material dumped
on a steep embankment along
Zorns Lake. Due to the sensitive location, amount, and
type of material, we had to
contract for its removal and
disposal which cost SLT about
$800. It’s a very disheartening

thing, and we’d ask residents
to call the sheriff immediately
if they observe any of this
type of activity.
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MORE ON THE TRASH FRONT
We were successful in getting
the Otter Tail County Commission to approve the demolition and removal of trash &
debris from the vacant lot located immediately to the east
of the town hall property. The
project has been put out for
bids and the work should be
completed in the spring. This

has absolutely nothing to do
with the Shooting Star Casino
project.
This nearly 4 acre property is
in tax forfeiture proceeding
and should become available
for sale sometime next year.
The SLT Board is interested
in your opinion as to whether

or not the township should
attempt to acquire this land
for possible future use. Any
purchase of land would require voter approval. If you
have thoughts on this issue
we would appreciate hearing
them at a regular monthly
board meeting.

TOWN HALL UPDATES
When you come to vote on March 8th you
may notice some upgrades to the town hall.



Upgraded wiring & light fixtures in hall
& garage

Utilizing a hail insurance settlement and
2014-15 Town Aid funds authorized by the
MN legislature we have made the following
improvements:



Purchased additional filing cabinets



Added new steps & pad to rear entrance
of hall



Replaced roof



Repaired broken windows



Replaced rear entrance door

Other plans are:


To dispose of unwanted equipment and
items by display/sale at the annual
meeting,



Looking for volunteer to provide some
ideas as to improve the interior appearance. If you have an interest in this
please contact a Supervisor.



Add a ventilation fan to the garage,



Improve heating system of hall and garage (no specific plans yet),



Replace siding on townhall (within 3-5
yrs),



Add metal siding to equipment lean-to
on back garage,
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OTTER TAIL COUNTY 2040 TRANSPORTATION PLAN
Over the past year OTC has
adopted its 1st long range comprehensive transportation
plan. The process involved
the establishment of a 25
member Citizen Steering
Committee, an in-depth pavement quality analysis by
MnDOT, 14 public meetings,
3 focus group mtgs., 8 Steering Comm. Mtgs., and 1 public hearing. At the heart of
the matter is 1,080 miles of
paved county roads that require regular maintenance.
The public input clearly indicated a desire that the roads

be kept as paved roads, and
that they should be maintained to a level at least consistent with today’s conditions. The financial impact of
that results in an annual
funding shortage of several
$million each year. An immediate first step to that funding
challenge was the adoption of
a ½ percent local option sales
tax, and a $10/vehicle wheelage tax that went into effect
January 1st both of which are
ear-marked for the Hwy.
Dept.. However, these

measures will not be enough
long-term, so it is likely we
will see discussion of other
funding options, i.e. a local
gas tax (which would require
a state legislative act), and/or
a bonding issue, etc.. More
specific details are available
on the website under the Road
Services tab. This is an important issue for all county
residents and the SLT Board
encourages your support for
this critical infrastructure issue.

SPEAKING OF TAXES & MONEY
What’s all this stuff mean on my property tax statement? Last October you should have
received your Proposed Taxes for 2016. We’d like to call to your attention to two things:
1. The township levy approved by voters on 3/10/15 now appears on your 2016 property tax
statements. This is a significant increase and was explained in great detail in the 2015
SLT Newsletter and at the annual meeting. In short, the increase was needed to replace
the motor grader and to rebuild the township reserve fund. Accordingly, the SLT Board
will be recommending no change to the levy for the up-coming year.
2. Ever wonder what that “OTCOHRA” line means? When I read my statement, I did. So I
contacted the OTC Auditor and asked. That’s the Otter Tail County Housing & Redevelopment Authority. The agency that administers the programs for moderate to low income
housing across the county. For more information contact Jeff Gaffney at the Fergus Falls
Housing & Redevelopment Authority.
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STAR LAKE TOWNSHIP ANNUAL FINANCIAL RECAPS
Levy Amount*

2012
$113,200

2013
$123,200

2014
$143,200

2015
$143,200

Total Income**

$143,754

$151,887

$187,660

$194,171

Beg. Chk. Balance***

$36,178

$58,048

$57,649

$44,987

Working Balance+

$179,932

$211,008

$245,309

$239,158

Total Expenses++

$121,884

($153,359)

$187,352

$178,095

Chk. Balance Forward

$58,048

$57,649

$44,987

$61,063

Emergency Reserve Fund
TOTAL CASH ASSETS

$18,849
$76,897

$19,183

$32,536
$77,523

$69,713
$130,776

*
**
***
+
++

$76,832

Included in Total Income.
Levy + Misc. Receipts, e.g. gas tax, delinquent taxes, etc.
Balance carried forward from previous year.
Sum of beginning balance & total income.
Total Expenses

($ # ) Total expenses exceeded total income.

2016
$173,200

$61,063
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Star Lake Township
39840 Star Hills Drive
Dent, MN 56528

Star Lake Township Board

Star Lake Township Annual Mtg

Chairman: Ron Peterson (2016-2019)

Date: March 8, 2016—Annual Meeting starts at 8:15 PM

218-758-2455

email: sup1@starlaketownship.org
Agenda:

Vice-Chairman: Lee Mindemann (2015-2018)

Pledge of Allegiance

218-298-2010

Election of Moderator

email: sup2@starlaketownship.org

Minutes of Last Meeting
Supervisor: Victor Johnson (2014-2017)

Treasurer’s Report

320-333-3066

Hospital District Report

email: sup3@starlaketownship.org

Supervisor Comments
Clerk: Jeff Michaelson (2016-2018)

Annual Budget & Levy

612-201-6144

Other Business—Set time & place for next annual mtg

email: clerk@starlaketownship.org

Treasurer: Carol Peterson (2015-2018)
218-758-2455

email: treas@starlaketownship.org

VOTING HOURS: 5PM—8PM
STAR LAKE TOWN HALL
31030 380TH Street, Dent, MN

starlaketownship.org

** BE SURE TO VOTE TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016 **

